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MINUTES OF THE 
HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION MEETING 

MARCH 7, 2006 
 
The regular session of the Auburn City Historical Design Review Commission was called 
to order on March 7, 2006 at 6:03 p.m. by Chrm. Thompson in the Council Chambers, 
1225 Lincoln Way, Auburn, California. 
 
COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: Kosla, Smith, Elder, Chrm. Thompson 
 
COMMISSIONERS ABSENT:  Merz, Murphy, Briggs 
 
STAFF PRESENT Reg Murray, Senior Planner; 

Steve Geiger, Associate Planner; 
Sue Fraizer, Administrative Assistant 

 
ITEM I:  CALL TO ORDER 
 
ITEM II:  PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 
ITEM III:  APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 

The minutes of  February 21, 2006 were approved as submitted.  
 

ITEM IV:  PUBLIC COMMENT 
 
   None. 
 
ITEM V:  PUBLIC HEARING ITEMS  
 
 A. Historic Design Review – 160 Elm Avenue (Martin Ray) 

File HDR 06-5.  The applicant requests approval of a 
freestanding sign to be mounted on an existing pole at 160 
Elm Avenue.  THIS ITEM WAS CONTINUED FROM THE 
FEBRUARY 21, 2006 MEETING. 
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  Steve Geiger gave the Staff Report.  The applicant is an auto 
sales business.  The applicant has requested the use of a 
temporary 3’x 4’ sign installed on the existing permitted pole 
sign.  The Commission previously approved temporary use of 
two banners to announce their grand opening.  They are 
requesting a continuance of this item to May 2, 2006.  Staff 
has no objections to these requests. 

 
  Comm. Murphy arrived at the meeting. 
 
  Comm. Elder asked whether the lighting shown in the 

example is going to be changed. 
 

Planner Geiger provided information on the existing lighting 
on the sign.  Any changes to sign lighting will be addressed 
in the revised proposal to be submitted by the applicant. 
 
Chrm. Thompson opened the public hearing. 
 
There were no parties present to speak for or against the 
project. 
 
Comm. Kosla MOVED to: 
 
 A.  Approve the applicant’s request to use an existing  
       3’ by 4’ sign to be installed on the existing  
       permitted pole sign which will be repainted white 
       as temporary signage while a revised sign  
       proposal is prepared.  Allow two temporary  
       banners to announce the grand opening of the 
       automobile sales business.  Approval of this 
       temporary signage shall be permitted until May 
       2, 2006. 
  
Comm. Elder SECONDED. 
 
AYES: Kosla, Murphy, Smith, Elder, Chrm. Thompson 
NOES: None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Merz, Briggs 
 
The motion was approved. 
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Comm. Kosla MOVED to: 
 
 B.  Continue this item (HDR 06-5) until the May 2,  
       2006 meeting. 
 
Comm. Smith SECONDED. 
 
AYES:  Kosla, Murphy, Smith, Elder, Chrm. Thompson 
NOES:  None 
ABSTAIN: None 
ABSENT: Merz, Briggs 
 
The motion was approved. 
 

 B. Historic Design Review – 198 Sacramento Street (Duarte 
  Construction) - File HDR 06-6.  The applicant requests  
  approval to install two downspouts on the rear of the 
  building at 198 Sacramento Street. 
 
  Steve Geiger gave the staff report.  The building sustained fire 
  damage in  the fall of last year.  The applicant is proposing two  
  downspouts  on the rear of the building.  The downspouts are to  
  be painted an old brick color. Planner Geiger circulated the  
  actual color sample to the Commission.  Staff recommends  
  approval of this project. 
 
  Comm. Murphy asked if the applicant will be removing or  

 covering the air conditioning unit on the outside of the building. 
 
 Planner Murray replied that this request is only for the 

downspouts. 
 
 Jack Thomas, agent for Duarte Construction, introduced himself.   

Their intent is to make the form and function of the building 
better.  They believe one downspout is undersized for the amount 
of water that could come off the roof.   

 
 Comm. Smith asked if he has been asked to look at the air 

conditioning unit. 
 
 Mr. Thomas replied that they have only been contracted to add 

the downspouts.  They will be servicing and cleaning the air 
conditioner to be sure it is functional.   

 
 Comm. Murphy asked if the owner would consider removing the 

air conditioner. 
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 Mr. Thomas responded that he is not sure. 
 
 Comm. Murphy asked staff how to go about asking the owner if 

they could remove and replace, or move the air conditioner.   
 
 Comm. Merz arrived at the meeting. 
 
 Planner Murray stated that the air conditioner is not a part of this 

application.  In order for the Commission to consider it, they 
would need to draw a clear connection between the downspouts 
and the air conditioning unit.   

 
 Comm. Murphy stated he feels that the improvements would be 

very nice, however the back of the building is out of balance with 
the protrusion of the air conditioner. He could not support doing 
anything in the rear of the building unless the air conditioner is 
re-positioned or removed.   

 
 Mr. Thomas stated that his understanding is that when there is an 

existing product that is functioning properly, they would not 
make any changes to it.  

 
 Chrm. Thompson asked if it is in the Commission’s scope to 

make a suggestion about the air conditioner. 
 
 Planner Murray stated that in Staff’s opinion, it is not.  There 

would need to be a strong nexus between the downspouts and 
scuppers, and the air conditioning unit. 

 
 The public comment was closed. 
 
 Comm. Briggs arrived at the meeting. 
  
 There was discussion about whether the Commission wishes to  

act on the air conditioning unit at this time.  
 
  
 Comm. Kosla MOVED to: 
  
  A. Find the project Categorically Exempt from the 
   California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)  
   per Section 15301 (Existing Facilities) of the 
   CEQA Guidelines. 
   
  B. Approve the request for the addition of two  
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   downspouts to the rear of the building located 
   at 198 Sacramento Street (File #HDR 06-6)  
   subject to the conditions listed below (or as  
   modified by the Historic Design Review  
   Commission). 
 
 Chrm. Thompson SECONDED. 
 
 Comm. Murphy expressed his opposition to the approval of this 

motion because the air conditioner will not be moved or covered, 
and the drawing which does not show the air conditioner on the 
building. 

 
 Comm. Merz agreed, but does not feel there is a nexus between 

the downspouts and the air conditioner.  He feels that in the 
future there should be some way to address this type of issue. 

 
 Planner Murray stated that the drawing is meant to represent the 

downspouts and not other details.  
 
 AYES:  Kosla, Merz, Briggs, Chrm. Thompson 
 NOES:  Murphy, Smith, Elder 
 ABSTAIN: None 
 ABSENT: None 
 

  The motion was approved. 
 
ITEM VI COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT FOLLOW- 
 UP REPORTS 
  
 A. Planner Murray announced the resignation of Comm. Wayne  
  White from the Historic Design Review Commission. 
 B. There will be an HDRC Meeting on March 21, 2006. 
 C. None. 
 
ITEM VII HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION REPORTS 
 
 None. 
 
ITEM VIII FUTURE HISTORIC DESIGN REVIEW COMMISSION  
 AGENDA ITEMS 
 
 None. 
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ITEM IX. ADJOURNMENT 
 
 The meeting was adjourned at 6:32 p.m. 
 
 Respectfully submitted, 
 
 
 Susan Fraizer, Administrative Assistant 

 
 
 
 


